A survey of guidelines in 27 EANM associated societies by the EANM Task Group on Quality Assurance and Standardisation. European Association of Nuclear Medicine.
The main aim of the EANM Task Group on Quality Assurance and Standardisation is to develop harmonised clinical procedures that are accepted within Europe. In order to achieve an evidence-based analysis of guidelines in the 27 EANM member societies, a survey was conducted. A questionnaire in mid 1999 investigated three major questions: (1) current status of national guidelines in EANM member societies, (2) specification of the cover and level of these national guidelines, and (3) future desires for national, EANM and SNM guidelines. The complete response rate was 96% (26/27). Guidelines are required by 19 of 27 member societies and have been initiated by 16 member societies. Guidelines are provided by 13 member societies, generally in the national language. In ten societies, specialists other than nuclear medicine physicians, mostly physicists and radiopharmacists, take the lead on some guidelines. Moreover, in some national societies there is active collaboration with other medical societies when writing guidelines, particularly cardiology societies. Currently, only 18% of the necessary procedure guidelines are covered. Compared with a survey conducted in 1993 by the EANM Committee on Quality Assurance and Standardisation, slow progress has been made in this regard, but compared with a survey conducted by the same committee in 1996 in 23 EANM member societies, the number of member societies providing guidelines has approximately doubled. Moreover, 26 of 27 member societies share a commitment for future development of guidelines and 21 of 27 prefer EANM guidelines to national guidelines. The results of this questionnaire justify the need for close co-operation between EANM, EANM member societies, the EANM Task Group on "Quality Assurance and Standardisation" and the Guideline Committee of the SNM. The clinical priorities are considered to be cardiac, renal and brain procedures.